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The Happy Family 

 



Roberts in his studio c.1923  

(with Girl in Mauve Hat  on the easel)  

William Patrick Roberts 

Name William Patrick Roberts 
 

Born 5 June 1895 
Hackney, London, England 

Died 20 January 1980 (aged 84) 

Nationality British 

Education Saint Martin's School of Art 
Slade School of Fine Art 

Occupation Artist 

1958 - Associate Member of the  
Royal Academy  

1966 - Royal Academician 

 

In the years before the First World War Roberts was a pioneer, among English artists, in 
his use of abstract images. In later years he described his approach as that of an 
"English Cubist".  

In the First World War he served as a gunner on the Western Front, and in 1918  
became an Official War Artist, working for the Canadian War Records Office.  

After World War l, he concentrated on documenting urban life, taking inspiration from 
everyday Londoners. 

In the 1930s the angular style of Roberts's earlier work was replaced by a rounder, more 
sculptural approach. Williams was inspired by his observations of everyday life.  

Roberts is probably best remembered for the large, complex and colourful  
compositions that he exhibited annually at the Royal Academy summer exhibition from 
1948 until his death.  

Although he turned down an OBE in 1965, he was grateful for the recognition of his 
achievements. He was elected as a full member of the Royal Academy in 1966.  

 

Further Information on the artist can be found here  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Roberts_(painter) 

A chronology of the artist’s life and work can be  found here http://englishcubist.co.uk/chronology.html 



William Patrick Roberts, 1895-1980 

The Happy Family, 1924 

Oil on canvas 

Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum  



Discussion prompt questions 

• What’s going on in this artwork? 

• What was your first reaction to this artwork? Why do you think you had this 
reaction? 

• Do you like the artwork? Why? 

• What does the title tell you? 

• What is the first thing you notice about this picture? Why does that stand out to 
you? 

• What do you think is the most important part of this picture? Why? 

• How do you think the artist was feeling when they made this image? 

• What mood does looking at this artwork put you in? 

• How would you describe the artwork to someone that had never seen it? 

• If you could change one thing about this piece, what would it be? 

• What is the largest and the smallest thing you see in this picture? 

• What can you tell me about the colours in this painting? What colour is used the 
most? 

• If you could ask the artist a question, what would you ask him? 

 

Artist Projects 

• Research the artist 

• Look at other artworks by this artist and describe how his artist style changed. 
Which artwork do you like the best and why? 

 

Practical Art Activities 

• Look at the  work closely then ask your students to turn away from it and draw it 
from memory.  

• Outline drawings - Ask students to choose a figure from the painting and draw their 
outline.  

• On top drawings -  As above, then get them to choose another two figures and do the 
same but this time ON TOP of the drawing they’ve just done. With their pencil trace 
a heavy line around the outside of their three shapes to create a new one. Get them 
to give their new shape a name.  

• Negative Shapes - Look at the figures that have negative shapes in the pose they 
hold. Draw them either separately or together, side by side or one on top of the oth-
er as one big shape.  

• Draw or paint a picture of your own family enjoying a day at the park. Think about 
what will different family members be doing eg playing a game, eating a picnic? 



Style comparisons 

• Make comparisons to other work by the artist and see how his style changed  

The Diners, 1919 

William Patrick Roberts (1895–1980) 

Tate 

© estate of John David Roberts  

Self-Portrait Wearing a Cap, 1931 

William Patrick Roberts (1895–1980) 

Tate 

© estate of John David Roberts  



Further paintings can be found here   

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/roberts-william-patrick-18951980 

The Seaside, 1965-6 

William Patrick Roberts 
 (1895–1980) 

Arts Council Collection,  
Southbank Centre 

© estate of John David  
Roberts.  

Revolt in the Desert, 1952 

William Patrick Roberts (1895–1980) 

Southampton City Art Gallery 


