
A painting has been stolen!  

All that remains is an empty frame. 

Study the suspects, look for clues and try to  

work out Whodunnit!  

There is no sign of forced entry or exit, so the thief 

must be one of the people in the museum. 

There is no CCTV evidence as the video system had 

been turned off. 

The painting was last seen at 3.30pm. 

Theft discovered at 4.30pm. 
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Name:    Rory 

Occupation: Collections  Manager 

Rory had recently insured the 

painting for £50,000. 

The financial records show that the 

museum is in need of money. 

 

 

Claims to have been in his office at 

the time of the theft, but no one 

saw him. 

 

 

He last saw the painting at 2.30pm, 

when he took a photograph of it 

for the insurance records. 



Name: Lucy 

Occupation: Paintings Conservator 

Computer history shows that she 

has been researching techniques 

on how to remove a painting 

from its frame. 

 

 

Claims that someone has gone 

through her desk and taken some 

gloves and tools. 

 

 

She says that at the time of the 

theft she was talking to her  

boyfriend Rufus, in the picture 

store. 



Name: Rufus 

Occupation: Art Teacher 

A police check shows that when 

he was younger, Rufus was   

questioned by Police regarding 

a theft at another art gallery. 

But he was never charged. 

 

He says that at the time of the 

theft he was talking to his  

girlfriend Lucy, in the picture 

store. 

 

Rufus says he discovered the 

theft at 4.30pm.  

He claims he dropped the paint 

brush then. 



Name: Victoria 

Occupation: Museum Curator 

Phone records show that she 

had been receiving calls from a 

foreign art dealer. 

 

 

Victoria says that at the time of 

the theft she was busy getting 

ready for her yoga class.  

But no one actually saw her. 

 

 

She also claims that she last saw 

the painting at 3.30pm when 

she was walking through the 

house checking the CCTV. 



One small white button. 

Just like one found on a shirt 

 



One white glove 

Typically worn when moving or touching items in 

the museum collection.  

For example when carrying out conservation work 

on a painting.  



A Paint Brush 



One long blonde hair was found 

caught on the empty painting frame 



An overdue credit card bill, the name on the bill 

has been destroyed. 



Can you work out; 

Who is the thief? 

What was their motive? 

Where is the painting? 





The rolled up canvas was found in Victoria’s yoga 

bag. 

She had been offered a substantial sum of  

money to steal the painting for a foreign art  

dealer.  

She planned on using the money to pay off her 

debts. 

Victoria is guilty of stealing the 

painting. 


