
Welcome to Sketching at the Russell-Cotes  

A warm welcome to the home of Sir Merton and  
Lady Russell-Cotes 
 

travel, world cultures and natural history. Their creation of the Victorian Villa complete with 
decorations, hand painted ceilings and personally collected items, is a non-renewable and 
fragile resource which we invite you to help as conserve for future generations.  

We can sketch in the historic house whilst preserving the historic features and 
collections for future generations in the following way:  

 We invite you to ask the patrol staff for help in choosing your sketching 
location and advising on traffic free locations 

 The patrol staff will encourage you to leave bags and equipment in the 
free lockers and to tuck other essentials out of the way of traffic 

 Easels are welcome in the garden but not permitted in the house 
 Wet media and charcoal are only allowed in the garden 
 r equipment on any surfaces  
 We invite you to use our free artist stools as an alternative to sitting on 

the floor or steps which compromises other visitors  safety 
 If you would prefer to use a chair, please ask patrol staff who will be 

happy to organise a museum chair for your use  
 Sketchers are welcome to use the chairs in Gallery 1 within Galleries 1-4 

 The light levels protect the collections and are authentic to the Russell-
 Please ask the patrol staff for help. LED torches, which help with 

detail, are available to borrow. We may be unable to raise the blinds but 
patrol staff are keen to discuss possible options with you 

 Please do not bring wheeled trolleys or carrying devices for equipment 
 During busier periods patrol staff may need to revise your location  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 

For the love of Russell-Cotes: for the love of Bournemouth 
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